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Milk Price 
The milk price for June 2019 is 30.5 cent per 
litre (incl. Vat.) for milk of 3.60% Butterfat    
and 3.30% Protein plus 0.5 cent per litre 
Supplementary Payment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Control of Grass on farm  
 

To control grass during the mid-summer: 
- Walk your farm weekly ( may have to do 

more often during high growth times) 
- Create a grass wedge  
- Graze paddocks at 1500 kg/DM/Ha.  

Grazing the correct covers increases utilization 
and maintains the grass quality for the next 
rotation of grazing. The better the grass quality, 
higher the intakes = higher milk yields and 
protein %, in milk.   
 
Graze paddocks down to 4 cm  
To maintain quality in grass and prevent a butt 
in the sward in the following rotation, you have 
to graze down to 4cm.  
 
The most cost beneficial way to get down to this 
level is with your cows. Forcing higher yielding 
cows to graze to this level may be difficult so in 
some cases there is a place for a bit of topping.  

 

 
 

Spring Sale on Farm  
 
 
 
 

Soil Fertility   

     What comes off must go back on again! 
 

Paddocks that have been harvested and large cuts of 
silage or surplus bales have been taken off these 
paddocks need special attention!! 
 

The K offtake is high on these paddocks as no K is 
being replaced through the dung of the livestock. 
Farmers should take the following into consideration: 
 

Target slurry to silage ground (if there is any left). 
Slurry is a source of P and K and if possible use low 
emission slurry spreading techniques, such as the 
dribble bar and the trailing show to minimize 
ammonia loss. 
 

Use fertilizer like 0-7-30 or Murate of potash in the 
late summer/ autumn to replace off takes and to 
build indexes where soils are deficient in P and K. 
 

National Dairy Council (NDC) 
Awards   

North Cork Creameries is delighted to announce that 
Liam Hanrahan was shortlisted for the NDC milk 
quality awards being held in Dublin later this year.  
 

 
 

Liam Farms with his father Tom in Aughrim, 
Moyvane in Co Kerry and has exceptional milk 
quality results.  

 

Well done to Liam and his family on this excellent 
achievement. 

 
 
 

Chlorates on Farm 
 

Due to increased food safety concerns, the 

regulation and monitoring of chlorates in dairy 

products especially IMF infant milk formula, has to 

be looked at by all milk processors. Chlorates are 

produced by the degradation of sanitizing agents 

such as chlorine. The maximum chlorate level in 

milk is < 0.00375 mg/kg.   

The dairy industry has to move away from chlorine 

based products in order to safeguard our milk and 

protect the dairy industry, into the future. 
 

Top Tips to avoid chlorate residues in your milk: 
 

1. Use chlorine free products  
2. Choose detergents from the 

recommended Teagasc list  
3. Store detergents in a cool/ dark room, 

away from direct sunlight 
4. Having adequate hot water  
5. Correct detergent rates  
6. Adequate rinsing before and after milking  

Detergent washing 2 gallons/ unit 
Rinsing cycle – 3 gallons per unit. 

7. Make sure wash settings in bulk tank for 
rinse water and detergent usage are ok 

8. Peracetic acid used instead of Chlorine 
 



 

 

 
 

Herd Health Certs 
In order to comply with Department of 

Agriculture regulation - it is mandatory to have 

your Animal Herd Health Certificate signed and 

completed by you the milk supplier and your vet. 

This must occur every year. 

Send all completed Herd Health Certs into the 

Agri-Advisor: 

Darren Deasy, North Cork Creameries 

Dromolour Kanturk Co Cork. 

This is a condition of milk supply 
 

TAMS 2 Grants 
The next closing date is the 4th October 2019, 

This is the second last tranche of the TAMs  
grants scheme. 

Ensure you have your paperwork completed 
well before this date! It can take a few 
months, or more before you get approval, so it 
is vital to speak with you advisor and have 
bookwork completed in time!! 
Please contact: 

Teagasc Kanturk: Tel 029 50886 
Teagasc Listowel: Tel 068 21266 

 
Liming Pasture 

Lime is the cheapest fertilizer and the most 
important fertilizer to build soil fertility on 
farms in Ireland.  
From now on is the ideal time to spread lime. 
Target low PH soils with ground limestone, 
giving no more than 2 tonnes/ acre in one 
application.  

 
Urea & slurry/Lime 

To avoid N loss the following is 
recommended: 
Wait at least 3 months after liming before 
applying Urea or slurry application  
Wait 10 days after slurry or urea applications 
before applying lime  
 
 

Mitigation measures for high 
TBCs: 

 
 Make sure temp of milk is below 4 degrees in 

bulk tank  
 Check milk liners & all rubber ware 
 Is enough hot Water being used? 
 Is enough detergent being taken by bulk tank? 
 Test your water to make sure its ok 
 Take the 4 milk samples in different parts of the 

milk plant  
 Service your bulk tank  

SCC and staph auris mastitis  
Is your SCC over 300,000 on a monthly basis?? 
If so you have a problem & need to test you cows! 
Mastitis is not a mystery disease. It occurs when 
bacteria get into the quarter, through the teat end. 
These bacteria multiply and cause inflammation and 
infection. The cow’s immune response to this infection 
results in an increase in the somatic cell count (SCC) of 
that quarter. 
The bacteria come from two main sources – other cows, 
and the environment. 
Options to eliminate and control Mastitis and high SCC: 

- Milk record your herd and see who is high  
- Cluster dip to prevent the spread of infection 

- Wear gloves/ use teat spray – 10 mls/cow 

- Test you milking machine with  a qualified milking 
machine technician  

- Sensitivity test you bulk milk sample in Sept/ 
October and see what dry cow tube is best for 
your herd  

-  

 

 
 

Farm Safety  
 

July is a high-risk month for accidents, as children are off 
school and often playing outdoors. Examine your farm 
for childhood hazards and remove them.  
 
Children should not be present when dangerous work is 
in progress. Most importantly, discuss farm safety issues 
with children and young persons.  
 
Show a good example, as this is vital for positive attitude 
formation towards safety.  
 

Provide a safe play area for young children.  
 


